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Stuck in Kashmir
Santosh Desai

I t is difficult to use the word solution in any discus-
sion on Kashmir anymore without attracting the
charge of naivete. With such entrenched positions

and so many false starts and unfulfilled
promises, even any movement towards
a solution, too, looks like a distant
prospect. For the rest of India, the
Kashmir problem is difficult to com-
prehend fully and entwined as it is with
terrorism and Pakistan. It gets seen
through the lens of the anti-national
and therefore invites little sympathy.

To be sure, there are voices that
are tired of the problem and suggest that India would
be better off without Kashmir, as there are those who
argue that it is morally untenable to hold on to a terri-
tory against the wishes of its people. But these are mar-
ginal strands of opinion that have little mainstream
currency. On the other side, there is deep and wide-
spread disaffection among the Kashmiris, as it was quite
evident in the interactions with the all-party team that
visited the Valley a few days ago. It is difficult to shy
away from the fact that the historical machinations of
politicians, combined with the excesses committed by
the armed forces (both sides may disagree on the quan-
tum of such violations, but are agreed on the fact that
some excesses have taken place) have created a climate
of mistrust bordering on hatred for the Indian state.

In some sense, everyone is trapped in their posi-
tions. The Indian government has limited room to ma-
noeuvre; the idea of an independent Kashmir is un-
thinkable for several reasons. Given India’s diversity
and its federal structure, there is fear that any con-
cession to Kashmir will snowball into a larger frag-
mentation of the country. More importantly, the in-
volvement of Pakistan in Kashmir rules out any op-
tion of an independent Kashmir; for it would dramat-
ically alter the balance of power between the two coun-
tries. Also, being a democracy, any government in pow-
er can go only so far in making concessions to those
that a large part of the country sees as anti-national.

For the Kashmiri insurgents, there is little reason to
change tack. The desire for independence has always ex-
isted but surfaces with renewed fervour whenever cir-
cumstances weaken the position of the Indian state. The
combination of a weak government in the state and some
tragic killings of innocent young people has fanned the
fires of separatism and created a groundswell of popu-
lar sentiment. Independence is what Kashmiris have al-
ways wanted, and the Indian state, in spite of having 60
years to change this view, has done little in this direc-
tion. The AFSPA is just another sign of the government’s
unwillingness to give Kashmiris what the rest of the
country has and furthers the case that the state behaves
like an occupier rather than the government.

For the Army, Kashmir is a no-win situation. It finds
itself thrust in a role that is unfamiliar, that of selectively
attacking its enemy and holding out in the face of sus-
tained and implacable hostility.When it manages to bring
the situation under some semblance of normalcy, the
politicians, far from trying to convert the lull into some-
thing lasting,begin to relax and focus their attention else-
where or worse, start playing games of petty politics.

The excesses committed by the armed forces are
almost a given, considering that the process of sepa-
rating the complicit from the innocent is doomed to
some failure and the pressure of living in a hostile
habitat with one hand tied behind the back is bound
to create distortions from time to time. No wonder the
Army opposes the relaxation of the AFSPA, for then
it is rendered vulnerable, being asked to perform a
role and then being denied the means to do so.

The truth is, nobody can win in Kashmir. The sepa-

ratists do not have the firepower to establish independ-
ence by force nor are they in a position to use world opin-
ion to force India to move towards this option. By any
account the recent uprisings, where ordinary citizens
stood up to the Army with nothing more than stones
(for most part) should have been a stirring signal sent
out to the rest of the world. It should have, under nor-
mal circumstances, created greater support for the Kash-
miri cause, but the truth is that embroiled as Kashmir
is with Pakistan and jihadi terrorism, sympathy from
the world is extremely unlikely. Status-quo in Kashmir
is the best option as far the rest of world is concerned.

From an Indian perspective, any belief that Kashmir
can be tamed through force is doomed to failure. More
violence will create more insurgency and deeper disaf-
fection.A new generation will get further radicalised and
the cost of maintaining Kashmir will continue to mount.
It is important to accept that Kashmiris have a legitimate
reason to feel the way they do, and to act on that basis.
The only way forward is for each side to accept the lim-
itations of the other and work in baby steps. Perhaps,
the most important change needs to be made in the
mind of the ordinary Indian, who needs to view the
Kashmiri cause with a little more sympathy. This is
not easy for we tend to see Kashmir in terms of pow-
er and strength rather than through the filter of what
is just and fair, and it does not help that the shameful

treatment of Kashmiri Pandits makes it difficult to un-
critically accept the grouse of the Kashmiris.

But without a sense of emotional contiguity with the
people of the state, Kashmir will remain an alien prob-
lem and a dispute about territory rather than people.
The separatists will need to view their strategic options
and will, at some stage, need to realise that even if their
ultimate aim was independence, the circumstances are
far from ripe today to take a decisive step forward. It is
better to use the current situation to create a little more
elbow room and begin some dialogue with a more
amenable government. For Delhi, it is important to com-
municate its seriousness and to make some concrete
gestures that make the genuineness of its intention clear.

What we don’t need are extreme characterisations
and maximalist positions. Kashmir needs the fathom-
less wisdom of Vajpayee rather than the penetrating
intelligence of a Chidambaram. The journey towards
any settlement in Kashmir will be the product of time
and language. Time used well will erode positions im-
perceptibly and language used creatively can be har-
nessed to describe old problems in new ways and can
shave the most troubling parts of extreme positions
and move towards a somewhat dissatisfying but work-
able equilibrium. As of now, there is no rosier picture
we can conjure up on Kashmir.
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Slum women pay a huge
price to use the loo

Anahita Mukherji I TNN

Mumbai: In their best-selling
novel Superfreakonomics,au-
thors Steven Levitt and Step-
hen Dubner point to the fact
that throughout history, it has
invariably been easier to be
male than female.That’s a fact
that women in the slums of
Mumbai can vouch for.

A bunch of volunteers
from Jan Jagruti, an organ-
ization working for the uplift
of the city’s poor, along with
a few students from the Tata
Institute of Social Science
(TISS), surveyed 30 women
from three slums in Wadala—
Azad Mohala, Bharatiya
Kamla Nagar and Vijay Na-
gar—to understand how hard
life was for them in the ab-
sence of toilets either at
home or in the vicinity.

For starters, the ratio of
toilets to people in these
slums is an abysmal 1:1000.
While men and children from
these areas often urinate and
defecate in the open spaces
or garbage dumps around the
slums, women prefer to trav-
el to the nearest public loo.
Around 97% of the women
surveyed said they had to
walk for a distance of five to
10 minutes before they could
reach a public toilet.

The women surveyed
complained of the long
queues outside public toilets,
leading to both verbal and

physical fights. There were
times when women found it
difficult to control them-
selves while standing in line,
and ended up soiling their
clothes. To avoid such situa-
tions, most of the women
would wake up early morn-
ing to use the loo.

Women said the public toi-
lets were almost always dirty.
The condition was far worse
during the monsoons as the
sewage would get blocked in-

side the toilet and overflow.
While it’s the responsi-

bility of the government to
construct free public toilets,
96% of women surveyed said
they had to pay to use the toi-
lets, either monthly or per
use (Rs 1 for urination and
Rs 2 for defecation). “Politi-
cal parties have often
usurped the free public toi-
lets constructed by Mhada
and have started illegally col-
lecting money from those
who use this facility,’’ said
lawyer and human rights ac-

tivist Shakil Ahmed who
heads Jan Jagruti.

Using the loo on a regu-
lar basis proves rather cost-
ly for women, with the result
that they either try and con-
trol themselves for long pe-
riods of time, or urinate in
the washing areas in their
homes, used to cook and
clean utensils. This only
adds to their sanitation woes.

The older women sur-
veyed by Jan Jagruti said that
before the public toilets were
built, they would have to use
the open spaces around the
slum as toilets, where they
were often harassed, ridiculed
and humiliated by men in the
area. Today, too, there are
times when women have no
option but to defecate in the
open. A 13-year-old girl from
the slums recalled an instance
where she saw a few men
laughing at a woman defe-
cating in the open. Another
time,a young man was caught
and thrashed for peeping into
a public loo for women.

According to Ahmed, the-
re’s a complete lack of politi-
cal will when it comes to addr-
essing the problem. “During
polls, politicians promise to
build new toilets for their con-
stituency. But all they end up
doing is breaking down exist-
ing loos and building new on-
es, or painting the outer walls
of the loos, without changing
the conditions inside,’’ he said.

Vijay Singh I TNN

Mumbai: A recent survey,carried out by a youth
group in over 100 colleges across the country,
has shown that while 88% of students are keen
to “do something for society’’, nearly 96% of
them “don’t know how to contribute and help’’.

But now, the ‘Joy of Giving Week’,which was
kickstarted earlier this month by the vice-chan-
cellor of the University of Mumbai, has given
youngsters specific direction as to how they can
channel their volunteering spirit.

“We are going to have several charity events
organized by various NGOs across cities under
‘JoyFest’ from September 26 to October 2 in or-
der to encourage a sense of oneness and serv-
ice among the youth and to overcome the rich-
poor class divide,’’ said the CEO of youth group

JAM (Just Another Magazine), Yatin Bansal. As
part of JoyFest, said Bansal, several colleges
will invite underprivileged and disabled stude-
nts to their institutions to interact and bond with
them and share their dreams and ambitions.

The participating institutes include Mum-
bai colleges like Mithibai, Narsee Monjee, HR,
Jaihind, Government Law College, along with
Delhi’s St Stephens and various IITs (Indian In-
stitutes of Technology) in India. “Around 1 mil-
lion students from 190 colleges across the coun-
try, including 4 lakh students from 90 city col-
leges and Rotaract clubs, are participating in
JoyFest,’’ Bansal added.

Some celebrities who will be participating in
JoyFest are Veejay Mini Mathur, actors Arshad
Warsi, Maria Goretti, Raghu Ram and Russhita
Singh and peace activist Tushar Gandhi.

For more info, log onto: www.joyfest.in

The ratio of toilets to
people in these
slums is an abysmal
1:1000. Around 97%
of the women
surveyed said they
had to walk 5 to 10
minutes to reach a
public toilet

4 lakh college
students in city

join JoyFest

SWORD ACT: A cultural group called Bir Khalsa displays its skill in Gatka, a form of martial arts,
at the Sri Dasmesh Darbar gurdwara in GTB Nagar 

MARTIAL ART FOR THE MIND, BODY & SOUL

FEST DIARY
� NGO Mela | At Mithibai College on Sept 29 from
11 am to 2 pm
� Kiran„ A Ray of Hope | At Mithibai College, on
Sept 29 from 12 pm to 3 pm
� Charity run by NMIMS on Sept 26 from 
6.30 am to 8 am. The 4.5-km run from Taj Lands
end to Bandstand
� Fulfilling the wishes of the girls at Adivasi Kanya
Chatralay and spending quality time with them:
Organizer„Rotaract club of Bombay Heights
� Charity sale with 28 NGOsc | Government 
Law College
� Don•t Dump, Donate. A computer donation drive
organized by the Rotaract Club of Mumbai at
Shivaji Park
� A musical evening at an old age home
organized by the Rotaract Club of Ambernath
� Spending quality time with AIDS patients and
giving them daily use items organized by the
Pathfinders
� Fun •n Fair with NGO kids organized by Rotaract
Club of Bombay West
� Thanksgiving (Shukriya) to all the autorickshaw
drivers and BEST conductors organized by
Rotaract Club of SIES Nerul
� Clay modelling event with underprivileged kids
organized by the Rotaract Club of Jai Hind College

Shriram Vernekar

If you have any complaint about your
ATM/debit/credit card transaction at an
ATM, you should take it up with the bank
that issued the card to you.

ICICI BANK CUSTOMER EDUCATION SERIES
A A TIMES BUSINESS ASSOCIATE COMMUNICATION

Do not write your PIN anywhere; never on the card itself.

 Do not share your PIN or card with anyone, not even your friends or family.

 Do not take the help of strangers for using the ATM card or handling your cash.

 If you choose to take a transaction slip, shred it immediately after use.

 If your ATM card is lost or stolen, report itto your card-issuing bank immediately.

� If you have any complaint about your
ATM/debit/credit card transaction at an
ATM, you should take it up with the bank

� that issued the card to you.

BE AN INFORMED CONSUMER. Watch this space every Monday.

We welcome your questions , suggest ions and feedb dck on this column. Please use the ‘Email Us’ link at www. icicib� nk.com or send us an SMS ut 53030. Please include your full name, address and phone number. Your commen ts m� y y be edited �or clarity and space.
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